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FIRM sufPLtMtIN I AL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the items identified in this Information 
Disclosure Statement ("IDS") are brought to the attention of the Office. The items are listed on 
the attached Form PTO-1449 as items AL-BG. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(d)(1), Applicant 
respectfully requests the Examiner to refer to U.S. Patent No. 6,248,725, formerly U.S. Patent 
Application No. 09/256,630, which this current application relies on for an earlier effective filing 
date under 35 U.S.C. 120, for copies of the references. 

The items identified in this IDS may or may not be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56. 
The submission thereof by Applicant is not to be construed as an admission that any such patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is material or considered to be material (37 
CFR § 1 .97(h)), or even qualifies as "prior art" under 35 USC § 102 with respect to this 
invention unless specifically designated by Applicant as such. 
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Information Disclosure Statement Filing Prov ision: 



This IDS is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c), that is after maihng of a first Office 
action on the merits, but before a Final Action under 37 CFR § 1.1 13 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 CFR § 1.311. 

The fee due under 37 CFR §1.1 7{p) is submitted herewith. 

Payment and/or Authorization to Charge Fees: 

A check in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed for the above fee(s). 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees required by the filing of these papers, 
and to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0665. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Perkins Coie LLP 
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Lauren Sliger 
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